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Document 1: The Resolutions of the German Mennonites
February 18, 1688

Negro. slavery was first introduced to the English colonies in America in 1619; though the number of negro
slaves in the seventeenth century was comparatively small, there was some protest against the institution,
especially from the Quakers and Mennonites. The protest of 1688 is the earliest known protest against
slavery in the American colonies. See, M. S. Locke, Anti-Slavery in America, 1619-1808 (Radcliffe College
Monographs).

This is to the monthly meeting held at Richard Worrell's:

These are the reasons why we are against the traffic of men-body, as followeth: Is there any that
would be done or handled at this manner? viz., to be sold or made a slave for all the time of his life? How
fearful and faint-hearted are many at sea, when they see a strange vessel, being afraid it should be a Turk,
and they should be taken, and sold for slaves into Turkey. Now, what is this better done, than Turks do?
Yea, rather it is worse for them, which say they are Christians; for we hear that the most part of such
negers are brought hither against their will and consent, and that many of them are stolen. Now, though
they are black, we cannot conceive there is more liberty to have them slaves, as it is to have other white
ones. There is a saying, that we should do to all men like as we will be done ourselves; making no
difference of what generation, descent, or colour they are. And those who steal or rob men, and those who
buy or purchase them, are they not all alike? Here is liberty of conscience, which is right and reasonable;
here ought to be likewise liberty of the body, except of evil-doers, which is another case. But to bring men
hither, or to rob and sell them against their will, we stand against. In Europe there are many oppressed for
conscience-sake; and here there are those oppressed which are of a black colour. And we who know that
men must not commit adultery-some do commit adultery in others, separating wives from their husbands,
and giving them to others: and some sell the children of these poor creatures to other men. Ah! do consider
well this thing, you who do it, if you would be done at this manner-and if it is done according to Christianity!
You surpass Holland and Germany in this thing. This makes an ill report in all those countries of Europe,
where they hear of [it], that the Quakers do here handel men as they handel there the cattle. And for that
reason some have no mind or inclination to come hither. And who shall maintain this your cause, or plead
for it? Truly, we cannot do so, except you shall inform us better hereof, viz.: that Christians have liberty to
practice these things. Pray, what thing in the world can be done worse towards us, than if men should rob
or steal us away, and sell us for slaves to strange countries; separating husbands from their wives and
children. Being now this is not done in the manner we would be done at; therefore, we contradict, and are
against this traffic of men-body. And we who profess that it is not lawful to steal, must, likewise, avoid to
purchase such things as are stolen, but rather help to stop this robbing and stealing, if possible. And such
men ought to be delivered out of the hands of the robbers, and set free as in Europe. Then is Pennsylvania
to have a good report, instead, it hath now a bad one, for this sake, in other countries; Especially whereas
the Europeans are desirous to know in what manner the Quakers do rule in their province; and most of
them do look upon us with an envious eye. But if this is done well, what shall we say is done evil?

If once these slaves (which they say are so wicked and stubborn men,) should join themselves-
fight for their freedom, and handel their masters and mistresses, as they did handel them before; will these
masters and mistresses take the sword at hand and war against these poor slaves, like, as we are able to
believe, some will not refuse to do? Or, have these poor negers not as much right to fight for their freedom,
as you have to keep them slaves?

Now consider well this thing, if it is good or bad. And in case you find it to be good to handel these
blacks in that manner, we desire and require you hereby lovingly, that you may inform us herein, which at



this time never was done, viz., that Christians have such a liberty to do so. To the end we shall be satisfied
on this point, and satisfy likewise our good friends and acquaintances in our native country, to whom it is a
terror, or fearful thing, that men should be handelled so in Pennsylvania.

This is from our meeting at Germantown held 18th of the 2d month, 1688, to be delivered to the monthly
meeting at Richard Worrell's.

Garret Henderich,

Derick op de Graeff,
Francis Daniel Pastorius,
Abram op de Graeff.

Source: P.G. Mode, ed. Source Book and Bibliographical Guide for American Church History, p. 552-5653



Document 2: Excerpts From the Rough Draft of the Declaration of
Independence

1776

...He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in
the persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in
another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the
opprobrium of INFIDEL powers, is the warfare of the CHRISTIAN king of Great Britain. Determined to keep
open a market where MEN should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing
every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce. And that this assemblage of
horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people to rise in arms among
us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the people for whom he also
obtruded them: thus paying off former crimes committed against the LIBERTIES of one people, with crimes
which he urges them to commit against the LIVES of another.]...

Source The Writings of Thomas Jefferson Volume | (Washington D.C.: The Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Association, 1903), pages 28-38



Document 3: Articles of Confederation
1781

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our
Names send greeting.

Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.

l. The Stile of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America".

Il. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and
right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.

[l The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, for their
common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to
assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of
religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense whatever.

V. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the
different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds, and
fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the
several States; and the people of each State shall free ingress and regress to and from any other State,
and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions,
and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so
far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner is
an inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the
property of the United States, or either of them.

If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any State, shall flee
from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall, upon demand of the Governor or executive
power of the State from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the State having jurisdiction of his
offense.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts, and judicial proceedings of
the courts and magistrates of every other State.

V. For the most convenient management of the general interests of the United States, delegates shall
be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on
the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each State to recall its delegates, or
any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year.

No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and no person
shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; nor shall any
person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United States, for which he, or another
for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.



Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States, and while they act as members of
the committee of the States.

In determining questions in the United States in Congress assembled, each State shall have one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any court or place out
of Congress, and the members of Congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests or
imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendence on Congress, except for treason,
felony, or breach of the peace.

VI. No State, without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, shall send any
embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty with
any King, Prince or State; nor shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under the United States,
or any of them, accept any present, emolument, office or title of any kind whatever from any King, Prince or
foreign State; nor shall the United States in Congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.

No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confederation or alliance whatever between them, without
the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for which the
same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any stipulations in treaties, entered into
by the United States in Congress assembled, with any King, Prince or State, in pursuance of any treaties
already proposed by Congress, to the courts of France and Spain.

No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, except such number only, as shall be
deemed necessary by the United States in Congress assembled, for the defense of such State, or its trade;
nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State in time of peace, except such number only, as in the
judgement of the United States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts
necessary for the defense of such State; but every State shall always keep up a well-regulated and
disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use,
in public stores, a due number of filed pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and
camp equipage.

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, unless
such State be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution being
formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit of a
delay till the United States in Congress assembled can be consulted; nor shall any State grant
commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it be after a
declaration of war by the United States in Congress assembled, and then only against the Kingdom or
State and the subjects thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under such regulations as
shall be established by the United States in Congress assembled, unless such State be infested by pirates,
in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall
continue, or until the United States in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise.

VIl.  When land forces are raised by any State for the common defense, all officers of or under the rank
of colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each State respectively, by whom such forces shall be
raised, or in such manner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the State which
first made the appointment.



VIIl. Al charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common defense or
general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a
common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several States in proportion to the value of all land within
each State, granted or surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon
shall be estimated according to such mode as the United States in Congress assembled, shall from time to
time direct and appoint.

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures
of the several States within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled.

IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of
determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article -- of sending and
receiving ambassadors -- entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty of commerce shall be
made whereby the legislative power of the respective States shall be restrained from imposing such
imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation
or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever -- of establishing rules for deciding in all
cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval
forces in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated -- of granting letters of marque
and reprisal in times of peace -- appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies commited on the high
seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures, provided
that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts.

The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and
differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more States concerning boundary,
jurisdiction or any other causes whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner
following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in controversy with
another shall present a petition to Congress stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing, notice
thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the other State in
controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be
directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and
determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out of
each of the United States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the
petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than
seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out
by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or
judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall
hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day
appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to
strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of
Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgement and sentence of the
court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the
parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the
court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgement, which shall in like manner be final
and decisive, the judgement or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to
Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that
every commissioner, before he sits in judgement, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the
judges of the supreme or superior court of the State, where the cause shall be tried, 'well and truly to hear
and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgement, without favor, affection or



hope of reward': provided also, that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United
States.

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants of two or more States,
whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands, and the States which passed such grants are adjusted,
the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have originated antecedent to such
settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress of the United States, be finally
determined as near as may be in the same manner as is before presecribed for deciding disputes
respecting territorial jurisdiction between different States.

The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of
regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective States -
fixing the standards of weights and measures throughout the United States -- regulating the trade and
managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the States, provided that the legislative right of
any State within its own limits be not infringed or violated -- establishing or regulating post offices from one
State to another, throughout all the United States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing
through the same as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said office -- appointing all officers of
the land forces, in the service of the United States, excepting regimental officers -- appointing all the
officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the United States --
making rules for the government and regulation of the said land and naval forces, and directing their
operations.

The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess
of Congress, to be denominated 'A Committee of the States', and to consist of one delegate from each
State; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the
general affairs of the United States under their direction -- to appoint one of their members to preside,
provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than one year in any term of
three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for the service of the United States,
and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expenses -- to borrow money, or emit bills
on the credit of the United States, transmitting every half-year to the respective States an account of the
sums of money so borrowed or emitted -- to build and equip a navy -- to agree upon the number of land
forces, and to make requisitions from each State for its quota, in proportion to the number of white
inhabitants in such State; which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the legislature of each State
shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men and cloath, arm and equip them in a solid-like manner,
at the expense of the United States; and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped shall
march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled.
But if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances judge proper that
any State should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number of men than the quota thereof, such extra
number shall be raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in the same manner as the quota of each
State, unless the legislature of such State shall judge that such extra number cannot be safely spread out
in the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra number as
they judeg can be safely spared. And the officers and men so cloathed, armed, and equipped, shall march
to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled.

The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque or
reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value
thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the United States,
or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor appropriate money,
nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea forces



to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same:
nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the
votes of the majority of the United States in Congress assembled.

The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any time within the year, and to any
place within the United States, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of
six months, and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating to
treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgement require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of
the delegates of each State on any question shall be entered on the journal, when it is desired by any
delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or their request shall be furnished with a transcript of the said
journal, except such parts as are above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the several States.

X. The Committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of
Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United States in Congress assembled, by the consent of
the nine States, shall from time to time think expedient to vest them with; provided that no power be
delegated to the said Committee, for the exercise of which, by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of
nine States in the Congress of the United States assembled be requisite.

XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and adjoining in the measures of the United States, shall
be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union; but no other colony shall be admitted into
the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine States.

XIl. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted by, or under the authority of
Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the present confederation, shall be
deemed and considered as a charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the
said United States, and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

XIll.  Every State shall abide by the determination of the United States in Congress assembled, on all
questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this Confederation shall be
inviolably observed by every State, and the Union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time
hereafter be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States,
and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every State.

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the legislatures we
respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said Articles of
Confederation and perpetual Union. Know Ye that we the undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power
and authority to us given for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective
constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the said Articles of Confederation and
perpetual Union, and all and singular the matters and things therein contained: And we do further solemnly
plight and engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the
United States in Congress assembled, on all questions, which by the said Confederation are submitted to
them. And that the Articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent,
and that the Union shall be perpetual.

In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the State of
Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-
Eight, and in the Third Year of the independence of America.

Agreed to by Congress 15 November 1777 In force after ratification by Maryland, 1 March 1781



Source: The Avalon Project, Yale Law School



Document 4: Northwest Ordinance
July 13,1787

An Ordinance for the government of the Territory of the United States northwest of the River Ohio

... Art. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise
than in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, That
any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the
original States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her
labor or service as aforesaid....

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to
the subject of this ordinance, be, and the same are hereby repealed and declared null and void.

Source: F.N. Thorpe, ed. Federal and State Constitutions, Vol. Il, p. 957 ff.



Document 5: The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787

Wednesday August 8

Mr. King wished to know what influence the vote just passed was meant to have on the succeeding
part of the Report, concerning the admission of slaves into there rule of Representation. He could not
reconcile his mind to the article if it was to prevent objections to the latter part. The admission of slaves was
a most grating circumstance to his min, & he believed would be so to a great part of the people of America.
He had not made a strenuous opposition to it heretofore because he had hoped that this concession would
have produced a readiness which had not been manifested, to strengthen Genl. Govt. and to mark a full
confidence in it. The Report under consideration had by the tenor of it, put an end to all these hopes. In two
great points the hands of the Legislature were absolutely tied. The importation of slaves could not be
prohibited—exports could not be taxed. Is this reasonable? What are the great objects of the Genl.
System? 1. Defense against foreign invasion. 2. against internal sedition. Shall all the States then be bound
to defend each; & shall each be at liberty to introduce a weakness which will render defense more difficult?
Shall one part of the U.S. be bound to defend another part, and that other part be at liberty not only to
increase its own danger, but to withhold the compensation for burden? If slaves are to be imported, shall
not the exports produced by their labor, supply a revenue the better to enable the Genl. Govt. to defen their
Masters?—There was so much inequality & unreasonableness in all this, that the people of the N[orthern]
States could never be reconciled [to it]. No candid man could undertake to justify it to them. He had hoped
that some accommodation would have taken place on this subject; that at least a time would have been
limited for the importation of slaves. He never could agree to let them be imported without limitation & then
be represented in the National Legislature. Indeed he could so little persuade himself of the rectitude of
such a practice, that he was not sure he could assent to it under any circumstances. At all events, either
slaves should not be represented, or exports should be taxable.

Mr. Sherman regarded the slave-trade as iniquitous; but the point of representation having been
Settled after much difficulty & deliberation, he did not think himself bound to make opposition; especially as
the present articles as amended did not preclude any arrangement whatever on that point in another place
of the Report.

Mr. [Madison] objected to 1 for every 40,000 inhabitants [as a perpetual rule]. The future increase
of population if the Union should be permanent, will render the number of Representatives excessive.

Mr. Ghorum. It is not to be supposed that the Govt will last so long as to produce this effect. Can it
be supposed that this vast Country including the Western territory will 150 years hence remain one nation?

Mr. Elseworth. If the Govt. should continue so long, alterations may be made in the Constitution in
the manner proposed in a subsequent article.

Mr. Sherman & Mr. [Madison] moved to insert the words “not exceeding” before the words “1 for
every 40,000, which was agreed to nem. Con

Mr. Govr. Morris moved to insert “free” before the word “inhabitants.” Much he said would depend
on this point. He never would concur in upholding domestic slavery. It was a nefarious institution—It was
the curse of heaven on the States where it prevailed. Compare the free regions of the Middle States, where
a rich & noble cultivation marks the prosperity & happiness of the people, with the misery & poverty which
overspread the barren wastes of Virginia, Maryland and the other States having slaves. [Travel thro’ ye
whole Continent & you behold the prospect continually varying with the appearance & disappearance of
slavery. The moment you leave ye E. streets & enter New York, the effects of the institution become visible;
Passing thro’ the Jerseys and entering Pennsylvania—every criterion of superior improvement witnesses
the change. Proceed Southwardly, & every step you take thro’ ye great regions of slaves, presents a desert
increasing with ye increasing proportion of these wretched beings.]



Upon what principle is it that the slaves shall be computed in the representation? Are they men?
Then make them Citizens & let them vote? Are they property? Why then is no other property included? The
Houses in this City (Philadelphia) are worth more than all the wretched slaves which cover the rice swamps
of South Carolina. The admission of slaves into the Representation when fairly explained comes to this:
that the inhabitant of Georgia and S.C. who goes to the Coast of Africa, and in defiance of the most sacred
laws of humanity tears away his fellow creatures from their dearest connections & damns them to the most
cruel bondages, shall have more votes in a Govt. instituted for protection of the rights of mankind, than the
Citizen of Pa. of N. Jersey who views with a laudable horror, so nefarious a practice. He would add that
Domestic slavery is the most prominent feature in the aristocratic countenance of the proposed
Constitution. The vassalage of the poor has ever been the favorite offspring of Aristocracy. And What is the
proposed compensation to the Northern States for a sacrifice of every principle of right, of every impulse of
humanity. They are to bind themselves to march their militia for the defense against those very slaves of
whom they complain. They must supply vessels & seamen, in case of foreign Attack. The Legislature will
have indefinite power to tax them by excises, and duties on imports: both of which will fall heavier on them
than on the Southern inhabitants; for the bohea tea used by a Northern freeman, will pay more tax than the
whole consumption of the miserable slave, which consists of nothing more than his physical subsistence
and the rag that covers his nakedness. On the other side the Southern States are not to be restrained from
importing fresh supplies of Africans, at once to increase the danger of attack, and the difficulty of defense;
nay they are to be encouraged to it by an assurance of having their votes in the Natl Govt increased in
proportion and are at the same time to have their exports & their slaves exempt from all contributions for
the public service. Let it not be said that direct taxation is to be proportioned to representation. It is idle to
suppose that the Genl Govt can stretch its hand directly into the pockets of the people scattered over so
vast a Country. They can only do it through the medium of exports imports & excises. For what then are all
these sacrifices to be made? He would sooner submit himself to a tax for paying for all the Negroes in the
U. States than saddle posterity with such a Constitution.

Mr. Dayton 2ded. the motion. He did it he said that his sentiments on the subject might appear
whatever might be the fate of the amendment.

Mr. Sherman did not regard the admission of the Negroes into the ratio of representation, as liable
to such insuperable objections. It was the freeman of the Southern States who were in fact to be
represented according to the taxes paid by them, and the Negroes are only included in the Estimate of the
taxes. This was his idea of the matter.

Mr. Pinkney, considered the fisheries & the Western frontier as more burdensome to the U.S. than
the slaves—He thought this could be demonstrated if the occasion were a proper one.

Mr. Wilson thought the motion premature—An agreement to the clause would be no bar to the
object of it.

Question On Motion to insert “free” before “inhabitants.”

N.H.-no. Mas-no. Ct.-no. N.J.-ay. Pa.-no. Del.-no. Md.-no. Va.-no. N.C.-no. S.C.-no. Geo.-no.
[Ayes-1. Noes-10.]

On the suggestion of Mr. Dickenson [the words], “provided that each State shall have one
representative at least.”—were added nem.con.

Art. IV sect. 4 as amended was Agreed to nem.con.

Art. IV sect. 5 taken up.

Madison
Wednesday August 22 in Convention



Art. VIl sect 4. resumed. Mr. Sherman was for leaving the clause as it stands. He disapproved of
the slave trade: yet as the States were now possessed of the right to import slaves, as the public good did
not require it to be taken from them, & as it was expedient to have as few objections as possible to the
proposed scheme of Government, he thought it best to leave the matter as we find it. He observed that the
abolition of slavery seemed to be going on in the U.S. & that the good sense of the several States would
probably by degrees compleat it. He urged on the Convention the necessity of dispatch[ing its business.]

Col. Mason. This infernal traffic originated in the avarice of British Merchants. The British Govt.
constantly checked the attempts of Virginia to put a stop to it. The present question concerns not the
importing States alone but the whole Union. The evil of having slaves was experienced during the late war.
Had slaves been treated as they might have been by the Enemy, they would have proved dangerous
instruments in their hands. But their folly dealt by the slaves, as it did by the Tories. He mentioned the
dangerous insurrections of the slaves in Greece and Sicily; and the instructions given by Cromwell to the
Commissioners sent to Virginia, to arm the servants and slaves, in case other means of obtaining its
submission should fail. Maryland & Virginia he said had already prohibited the importation of slaves
expressly. N. Carolina had done the same in substance. All this would be in vain if S. Carolina & Georgia
be at liberty to import. The Western people are already calling out for slaves for their new lands; and will fill
that country with slaves if they can be got thro’ S. Carolina & Georgia. Slavery discourages arts &
manufactures. The poor despise labor when performed by slaves. They prevent the immigration of Whites,
who really enrich & strengthen a Country. They produce the most pernicious effect on manners. Every
master of slaves is born a petty tyrant. They bring the judgement of heaven on a Country. As nations can
not be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes &
effects providence punishes national sins, by national calamities. He lamented that some of our Eastern
brethren had from a lust of gain embarked in this nefarious traffic. As to the States being in possession of
the Right to import, this was the case with many other rights, point of view, that the Genl. Govt. should have
power to prevent the increase of slavery.

Mr. Elsworth. As he had never owned a slave could not judge of the effects of slavery on character.
He said however that if it was to be considered in a moral light we ought to go farther and free those
already in the Country.—As slaves also multiply so fast in Virginia & Maryland that it is cheaper to raise
than import them, whilst in the sickly rice swamps foreign supplies are necessary, if we go no farther than is
urged, we shall be unjust towards S. Carolina & Georgia—Let us not intermeddle. As population increases;
poor laborers will be so plenty as to render slaves useless. Slavery in time will not be a speck in our
Country. Provision is already made in Connecticut for abolishing it. And the abolition has already taken
place in Massachusetts. As to the danger of insurrections from foreign influence, that will become a motive
to kind treatment of the slaves.

Mr. Pinkney—If slavery be wrong, it is justified by the example of all the world. He cited the case of
Greece Rome & other antient States; the sanction given by France England, Holland & other modern
States. In all ages one half of mankind have been slaves. If the S. States were let alone they will probably
of themselves stop importations. He would himself as a Citizen of S. Carolina vote for it. An attempt to take
away the right as proposed will produce serious objections to the Constitution which he wished to see
adopted.

General Pinkney declared it to be his firm opinion that if himself & all his colleagues were to sign
the Constitution & use their personal influence, it would be of no avail towards obtaining the assent of their
Constituents. S. Carolina & Georgia cannot do without slaves. As to Virginia she will gain by stopping the
importations. Her slaves will rise in value, & she has more than she wants. It would be unequal to require
S.C. & Georgia to confederate on such unequal terms. He said the Royal assent before the Revolution had
never been refused to S. Carolina as to Virginia. He contended that the importation of slaves would be for
the interest of the whole Union. The more slaves, the more produce to employ the carrying trade; The more
consumption also, and the more of this, the more of revenue for the common treasury. He admitted it to be



reasonable that slaves should be dutied like other imports, but should consider a rejection of the clause as
an exclusion of S. Carolina from the Union.

Mr. Baldwin had conceived national objects alone to be before the Convention, not such as like the
present were of a local nature. Georgia was decided on this point. That State has always hitherto supposed
a Genl Government to be the pursuit of the central States who wished to have a vortex for every thing—that
her distance would preclude her from equal advantage--& that she could not prudently purchase it by
yielding national powers. From this is might be understood in what light she would view an attempt to
abridge one of her favorite prerogatives. If left to herself, she may probably put a stop to the evil. As one
ground for this conjecture, he took notice of the sect of which he said was a respectable class of people,
who carried their ethics beyond the mere equality of men, extending their humanity to the claims of the
whole animal creation.

Mr. Wilson observed that if S.C. & Georgia were themselves disposed to get rid of the importation
of slaves in a short time as had been suggested, they would never refuse to Unite because the importation
might be prohibited. As the Section now stands all articles imported are to be taxed. Slaves alone are
exempt. This is in fact a bounty on that article.

Mr. Gerry thought we had nothing to do with the conduct of the States as to Slaves, but ought to be
careful not to give any sanction to it. Mr. Dickenson considered it as inadmissible on every principle of
honor & safety that the importation of slaves should be authorized to the States by the Constitution. The
true question was whether the national happiness would be promoted or impeded by the importation, and
this question ought to be left to the National Govt. not to the States particularly interested. If England &
France permit slavery, slaves are at the same time excluded from both those Kingdoms. Greece & Rome
were made unhappy by their slaves. He could not believe that the Southern States would refuse to
confederate on the account apprehended; especially as the power was not likely to be immediately
exercised by the Genl. Government.

Mr. Williamson stated the law of N. Carolina on the subject, to wit that it did not directly prohibit the
importation of slaves. It imposed a duty of £5. on each slave imported from Africa. £10. on each from
elsewhere, & £50 on each from a State licensing manumission. He thought that the Southern States could
not be members of the Union if the clause should be rejected, and that it was wrong to force any thing
down, not absolutely necessary, and which any State must disagree to.

Mr. King thought the subject should be considered in a political light only. If two States will not
agree to the Constitution as stated on one side, he could affirm with equal belief on the other, that great &
equal opposition would be experienced from other States. He remarked on the exemption of slaves from
duty whilst every other import was subjected to it, as an inequality that could not fail to strike the
commercial sagacity of the Northern & middle States.

Mr. Langdon was strenuous for giving the power to the Genl. Govt. He could not with a good
conscience leave it with the States who could then go on with the traffic, without being restrained by the
opinions here given that they will themselves cease to import slaves.

Genl. Pinkney thought himself bound to declare candidly that he did not think S. Carolina would
stop her importations of slaves in any short time, but only stop them occasionally as she now does. He
moved to commit the clause that slaves might be made liable to an equal tax with other imports which he
thought right & which would remove one difficulty that had been started.

Mr. Rutlidge. If the Convention thinks that N.C.; S.C. & Georgia will ever agree to the plan, unless
their right to import slaves be untouched, the expectation is vain. The people of those States will never be
such fools as to give up so important an interest. He was strenuous against striking out the Section, and
seconded the motion of Genl. Pinkney for a commitment.

Mr. Governnor Morris wished the whole subject to be committed including the clauses relating to
taxes on exports & to a navigation act. These things may form a bargain among the Northern & Southern
States.

Mr. Butler declared that he never would agree to the power of taxing exports.



Mr. Sherman said it was better to let the Southern States import slaves than to part with them, if
they made that a sine qua non. He was opposed to a tax on slaves imported as making the matter worse,
because it implied they were property. He acknowledged that if the power of prohibiting the importation
should be given to the Genl. Govt that it would be exercised. He thought it would be its duty to exercise the
power.

Mr. Read was for the commitment provided the clause concerning taxes on exports should also be
committed.

Mr. Sherman observed that that clause had been agreed to & therefore could not committed.

Mr. Randolph was for committing in order that some middle ground might, if possible, be found. He
could never agree to the clause as it stands. He would sooner risk the constitution—He dwelt on the
dilemma to which the Convention was exposed. By agreeing to the clause, it would revolt the Quakers, the
Methodists, and many others in the States having no slaves. On the other hand, two States might be lost to
the Union. Let us then, he said, try the chance of a commitment.

On the question for committing the remaining part of Sect. 4 & 5 of art: 7. N.H. no. Mas. abst. Cont.
ay. N.J. ay. Pa. no. Del. no. Maryd ay. Va ay. N.C. ay S.C. ay Geo.ay. [Ayes—7; noes—3, absent—1.]

Madison
Tuesday August 28 in Convention

Art: XV. Being taken up the words “high misdemeanor,” were struck out, and “other crime” inserted,
in order to comprehend all proper cases: it being doubtful whether “high misdemeanor” had not a technical
meaning too limited.

Mr. Butler and Mr. Pinkney moved “to require fugitive slaves and servants to be delivered up like
criminals.”

Mr. Wilson. This would oblige the Executive of the State to do it, at the public expense.

Mr. Sherman saw no more propriety in the public seizing and surrendering a slave or servant, than
a horse.

Mr. Butler withdrew his proposition in order that some particular provision might be made apart
from this article.

Art. XV as amended was then agreed to nem: con:

Adjourned.

Madison
Wednesday August 29 in Convention

Mr. Butler moved to insert after art: XV. “If any person bound to service or labor in any of the U—
States shall escape into another State, he or she shall not be discharged from such service or labor, in
consequence of any regulations subsisting in the State to which they escape, but shall be delivered up to
the person justly claiming their service or labor,” which was agreed to nem: con:

Art: XVII being taken up, Mr. Govr. Morris moved to strike out the two last sentences, to wit “If the
admission be consented to, the new States shall be admitted on the same terms with the original States—
But the Legislature may make conditions with the new States, concerning the public debt, which shall be
then subsisting”.—He did not wish to bind down the Legislature to admit Western States on the terms here
stated.

Mr. Madison opposed the motion, insisting that the Western States neither would nor ought to
submit to a Union which degraded them from an equal rank with the other States.



Col. Mason—If it were possible by just means to prevent emigrations to the Western Country, it
might be good policy. But go the people will as they find it for their interest, and the best policy is to treat
them with that equality which will make them friends not enemies.

Mr. Govr Morris did not mean to discourage the growth of the Western Country. He knew that to be
impossible. He did not wish however to throw the power into their hands.

Mr. Sherman, was against the motion, & for fixing an equality of privileges by the Constitution.

Mr. Langdon was in favor of the Motion. He did not know but circumstances might arise which
would render it inconvenient to admit new States on terms of equality.

Mr. Williamson was for leaving the Legislature free. The existing small States enjoy an equality
now, and for that reason are admitted to it in the Senate. This reason is not applicable to [new] Western
States.

On Mr. Govr Morris’s motion for striking out.

N.H. ay—Mas. ay—Ct.ay—N.J. ay—Pa. ay—Del. ay—Md. no—Va.no—N.C. ay—S.C. ay—Geo.
ay [Ayes—9; noes—2].

Source: Farrand, The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787, pp. 220-223,369-374




Document 6: Excerpts from the Constitution of the United States

Preamble

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.

Article I. - The Legislative Branch

Section 2 - The House

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the
People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for
Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years,
and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of
that State in which he shall be chosen.

(Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to
the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.) (The previous sentence in parentheses was superseded
by Amendment XIV, section 2.) The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first
Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such
Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be
made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight,
Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five and Georgia three.

Section 9 - Limits on Congress

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper
to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight,
but a tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

Article IV. - The States

Section 2 - State citizens, Extradition

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the
several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice,
and be found in another State, shall on demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled,
be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

(No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another,
shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, But
shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.) (This clause in
parentheses is superseded by Amendment XIII.)



Document 7: The Missouri Compromise
1820

An Act to authorize the people of the Missouri territory to form a constitution and state government, and for
the admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the original states, and to prohibit
Slavery in certain territories.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in
Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion of the Missouri territory included within the
boundaries herein after designated, be, and they are hereby, authorized to form for themselves a
constitution and state government, and to assume such name as they shall deem proper; and the said
state, when formed, shall be admitted into the Union, upon an equal footing with the original states, in all
respects whatsoever.

SEC.2. And be it further enacted, That the said state shall consist of all the territory included within
the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning in the middle of the Mississippi river, on the parallel of thirty-six
degrees of north latitude; thence west, along that parallel of latitude, to the St. Francois river; thence up,
and following the course of that river, in the middle of the main channel thereof, to the parallel of latitude of
thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes; thence west, along the same, to a point where the said parallel is
intersected by a meridian line passing through the middle of the mouth of the Kansas river, where the same
empties into the Missouri river, thence, from the point aforesaid north, along the said meridian line, to the
intersection of the parallel of latitude which passes through the rapids of the river Des Moines, making the
said line to correspond with the Indian boundary line; thence east, from the point of intersection last
aforesaid, along the said parallel of latitude, to the middle of the channel of the main fork of the said river
Des Moines ; thence down arid along the middle of the main channel of the said river Des Moines, to the
mouth of the same, where it empties into the Mississippi river; thence, due east, to the middle of the main
channel of the Mississippi river; thence down, and following the course of the Mississippi river, in the middle
of the main channel thereof, to the place of beginning : Provided, The said state shall ratify the boundaries
aforesaid . And provided also, That the said state shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the river Mississippi,
and every other river bordering on the said state so far as the said rivers shall form a common boundary to
the said state; and any other state or states, now or hereafter to be formed and bounded by the same, such
rivers to be common to both; and that the river Mississippi, and the navigable rivers and waters leading into
the same, shall be common highways, and for ever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said state as to
other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty impost, or toll, therefor, imposed by the said state.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all free white male citizens of the United States, who shall
have arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and have resided in said territory: three months previous to the
day of election, and all other persons qualified to vote for representatives to the general assembly of the
said territory, shall be qualified to be elected and they are hereby qualified and authorized to vote, and
choose representatives to form a convention, who shall be apportioned amongst the several counties as
follows :

From the county of Howard, five representatives.
From the county of Cooper, three representatives.
From the county of Montgomery, two representatives.
From the county of Pike, one representative.

From the county of Lincoln, one representative.

From the county of St. Charles, three representatives.
From the county of Franklin, one representative.



From the county of St. Louis, eight representatives.

From the county of Jefferson, one representative.

From the county of Washington, three representatives.

From the county of St. Genevieve, four representatives.

From the county of Madison, one representative.

From the county of Cape Girardeau, five representatives.

From the county of New Madrid, two representatives.

From the county of Wayne, and that portion of the county of Lawrence which falls within the boundaries
herein designated, one representative.

And the election for the representatives aforesaid shall be holden on the first Monday, and two
succeeding days of May next, throughout the several counties aforesaid in the said territory, and shall be,
in every respect, held and conducted in the same manner, and under the same regulations as is prescribed
by the laws of the said territory regulating elections therein for members of the general assembly, except
that the returns of the election in that portion of Lawrence county included in the boundaries aforesaid, shall
be made to the county of Wayne, as is provided in other cases under the laws of said territory.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the members of the conven tion thus duly elected, shall be,
and they are hereby authorized to meet at the seat of government of said territory on the second Monday of
the month of June next; and the said convention, when so assembled, shall have power and authority to
adjourn to any other place in the said territory, which to them shall seem best for the convenient transaction
of their business; and which convention, when so met, shall first determine by a majority of the whole
number elected, whether it be, or be not, expedient at that time to form a constitution and state government
for the people within the said territory, as included within the boundaries above designated; and if it be
deemed expedient, the convention shall be, and hereby is, authorized to form a constitution and state
government; or, if it be deemed more expedient, the said convention shall provide by ordinance for electing
representatives to form a constitution or frame of government; which said representatives shall be chosen
in such manner, and in such proportion as they shall designate; and shall meet at such time and place as
shall be prescribed by the said ordinance; and shall then form for the people of said territory, within the
boundaries aforesaid, a constitution and state government: Provided, That the same, whenever formed,
shall be republican, and not repugnant to the constitution of the United States; and that the legislature of
said state shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by the United States, nor with any
regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers ; and
that no tax shall be imposed on lands the property of the United States ; and in no case shall non-resident
proprietors be taxed higher than residents.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That until the next general census shall be taken, the said state
shall be entitled to one representative in the House of Representatives of the United States.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be, and the same are hereby, offered to
the convention of the said territory of Missouri, when formed, for their free acceptance or rejection, which, if
accepted by the convention, shall be obligatory upon the United States:

First. That section numbered sixteen in every township, and when such section has been sold, or
otherwise disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to the
state for the use of the inhabitants of such township, for the use of schools.

Second. That all salt springs, not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land adjoining to
each, shall be granted to the said state for the use of said state, the same to be selected by the legislature
of the said state, on or before the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
five ; and the same, when so selected, to be used under such terms, conditions, and regulations, as the
legislature of said state shall direct: Provided, That no salt spring, the right whereof now is, or hereafter



shall be, confirmed or adjudged to any individual or individuals, shall, by this section, be granted to the said
state: And provided also, That the legislature shall never sell or lease the same, at anyone time, for a
longer period than ten years, without the consent of Congress.

Third. That five per cent. of the net proceeds of the sale of lands lying within the said territory or
state, and which shall be sold by Congress, from and after the first day of January next, after deducting all
expenses incident to the same, shall be reserved for making public roads and canals, of which three fifths
shall be applied to those objects within the state, under the direction of the legislature thereof; and the other
two fifths in defraying, under the direction of Congress, the expenses to be incurred in making of a road or
roads, canal or canals, leading to the said state.

Fourth. That four entire sections of land be, and the same are hereby, granted to the said state, for
the purpose of fixing their seat of government thereon; which said sections shall, under the direction of the
legislature of said state, be located, as near as may be, in one body, at any time, in such townships and
ranges as the legislature aforesaid may select, on any of the public lands of the United States: Provided,
That such locations shall be made prior to the public sale of the lands of the United States surrounding
such location.

Fifth. That thirty-six sections, or one entire township, which shall be designated by the President of
the United States, together with the other lands heretofore reserved for that purpose, shall be reserved for
the use of a seminary of learning, and vested in the legislature of said state, to be appropriated solely to the
use of such seminary by the said legislature: Provided, That the five foregoing propositions herein offered,
are on the condition that the convention of the said state shall provide, by an ordinance, irrevocable without
the consent or the United States, that every and each tract of land sold by the United States, from and after
the first day of January next, shall remain exempt from any tax laid by order or under the authority of the
state, whether for state, county, or township, or any other purpose whatever, for the term of five years from
and after the day of sale; And further, That the bounty lands granted, or hereafter to be granted, for military
services during the late war, shall, while they continue to be held by the patentees, or their heirs remain
exempt as aforesaid from taxation for the term of three year; from and after the date of the patents
respectively.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in case a constitution and state government shall be
formed for the people of the said territory of Missouri, the said convention or representatives, as soon
thereafter as may be, shall cause a true and attested copy of such constitution or frame of state
government, as shall be formed or provided, to be transmitted to Congress.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted. That in all that territory ceded by France to the United States,
under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, not
included within the limits of the state, contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise
than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and is
hereby, forever prohibited: Provided always, That any person escaping into the same, from whom labour or
service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully
reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labour or service as aforesaid.

APPROVED, March 6, 1820.

Source: The Avalon Project, Yale Law School



Document 8: Thirteenth Amendment
Passed: January 31, 1865
Ratified: December 18, 1865

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.



